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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 



FOREIGN MISSIONS 



Higher Criticism and Foreign 
Missions 

The effect of the higher critcism of the 
Bible upon modern missions is the theme 
of "The Scientific Method and Missions" 
in the February Homiletic Review. The 
article is written by Rev. George K. Grice. 
The author states that it is his opinion that 
the application of the scientific method to 
Bible study has greatly aided in giving the 
missionary impulse a forward impetus. 
Biblical criticism has shown us, he main- 
tains, that the history of Israel was not a 
digression but a progression, contrary to the 
older view. The direct effect of such study 
upon missions is to give the enterprise a 
"more balanced theology," to "unravel 
difficulties in the Scriptures," and to make 
the missionary "better fitted to preach" the 
faith to the heathen mind. 



The Gideons in Turkey 

The report comes from Harput, Asiatic 
Turkey, that Armenian Christians, hearing 
that the "Gideons" in the United States 
were placing Bibles in many hotels to reach 
and influence the traveling public, have 
decided to imitate the example by installing 
Bibles in the so-called hotels of their country. 
Hotels in that country contain no furniture, 
and one sleeps on the bedding which he 
brings with him. Food, travelers must 
secure for themselves. The Bibles to be 
placed in these empty rooms will be in either 
the Turkish or the Armenian language. 
Owners of hotels are reported to have 
nothing to say against the plan, except that, 
if Bibles are installed, they will have to be 
hung on the wall, since they are "holy 
books" and it would be a desecration to 
lay them upon the floor. 



Missions in Russia 

The Missionary Review of the World 
(March) gives the following facts about 
Russia bearing upon missions: The country 
is larger than all the rest of Europe put 
together; less than 10,000,000 of her 163,- 
000,000 population have ever heard a 
sermon; more than 25 different languages 
are spoken within the empire; Methodist 
missionaries are preaching in St. Petersburg 
in 6 languages, and are conducting a Sunday 
school of 300 which meets in a room 20X60 
feet; the country contains 17,000,000 Mo- 
hammedans, some of whom are at present 
building a $3,000,000 mosque in St. Peters- 
burg; many of the peasants are anxious to 
attend religious service and often will travel 
20 or 30 miles on foot to be present at such 
a meeting. 



Russian Missionaries in China 

The missionary activity of the Russian 
Orthodox church in China is almost at a 
standstill, states the Missionary Review of 
the World for February. It bases its con- 
clusions on figures presented by certain 
Russian papers in calling attention to the 
fact that the church soon will celebrate the 
two-hundredth anniversary of the founding 
of its mission station in the Celestial 
Kingdom. At present there are 3,000 
members, a rather small showing as the 
result of two hundred years of endeavor. 
About $15,000 per year is spent by the 
mission. A theological school has been 
established and this contains only twelve 
students. Twenty monks, eight Russian 
and twelve Chinese, and about the same 
number of nuns are in residence. 
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